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Figure 25. 1968 USGS aerial photograph (UH MAGIS) showing the project area 
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A 1977 USGS aerial photograph (Figure 26) appears to display decreased sugarcane cultivation 
in the Wai‘anae foothills. It is not clear if the project area is in active cultivation or not. Clearly by 
1993 (Figure 27) sugarcane cultivation within the project area is finished, although it remains 
active immediately southeast of the project area.  

Sometime in the early 1990s, a group of Japanese investors poured $70 million into the 
development of the Pu‘u Makakilo Golf Course. The golf course’s exact date of construction is 
unclear; however, the proposed area was surveyed by Sinoto in 1988 (Sinoto 1988). The golf 
course was situated on the slopes of Pu‘u Makakilo just north of the rock quarry. During a burst 
bubble in the Japanese investment market the project foundered, and the course and buildings were 
purchased by Grace Pacific in 1994 (Honolulu Advertiser, May 2004:31). Construction of the golf 
course resulted in grading and terracing of a large area just south of the present project area for 
fairway construction. 




